Project Description
	Name of Assignment/Project

Listen to children’s voice  project

	Project Location : 
Munshiganj District 
	Approx. Value of the Contract :  

BDT 405797.6

US$ 5072.47

	Name of Donor & Address :
Save the Children, Australia
House: 3/1, Road: 8

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka: 1000

Bangladesh

Phone: +880 2 8651281-2

Fax: +880 2 8651878
	Duration of assignment (months): 36
January 01, 2008 to December 31, 2010.



	Beneficiaries : 
Direct: Total students 120 (male 60, female 60)
Indirect : Other students 5520, Parents 357, teachers 221
	Name of venture partner :
N/A

	Goal: 

To promote children’s learning process by enhancing the freedom of expression

Objectives:

1. To promote children’s freedom of expression
2. To participate and share information with children and young people


	Narrative Description of Project:

The purpose of this project is to promote children’s freedom of expression and participation and to prepare adults to be willing to share information and power and develop new kinds of relationships and/or partnerships with children and young people. At present the schools of Munshiganj District are under this project. Students are the major target group. Children have the right to express their views individually and collectively on all issues affecting them. One of the major tasks under this program is to observe whether the implementation of the child-rights is functioning smoothly and whether there is any violation of child-rights. To promote education, literary practice, skill development on different socio-cultural events every year various types of functions are arranged amongst which cultural events, essay competition and debate etc are worthy mentionable. Developing leadership among the children and mental as well as psychological flourishing of their intellectuals are also two targets of this program. “The Quarterly Katchimukh” is published regularly emphasizing the news and writings of the children. The effort is all about ensuring the rights of the children


	Description of actual services provided in the assignment:

The major services included are as follows:

Child Parliament:


One district level National Children Task Force (NCTF) has been formulated to share information among the students themselves. In different times, this parliament arranges meeting for opinion exchange (like Amra Jante Chai – We Want To Know, one of the meetings held in March 2009) where representatives from district administration, government officials and representatives from civil society are present. This parliament helps the school children to identify their problems and they try to solve these problems of their own which improves their ratiocination power. There are one girl’s representative and one boy’s representative who play their role in organizing different events and sharing information with their upper levels.

This Child Parliament also completed the following events and tasks:

· Human chain protesting the event of Rinky’s murder

· Human chain and submission of memorandum demanding construction of Children Academy and park
Training regarding newspaper publication:

Under the project several training programs for the children have been arranged. Among them training on creating leadership, training on the affairs of newspaper publication etc are worthy mentionable. Following the training on newspaper publication, they are now doing well in publishing quarterly magazine the Katchimukh.

Publication of Quarterly Children’s Magazine:

Under the project “The Katchimukh” a quarterly children’s magazine is regularly being published. Child reporters write their news regarding their rights, problems and achievements. The magazine also includes creative literary works of the children like poems, stories, presentation of school events and so on.

Celebration of National Days:
On the occasion of different national days (like the Independence Day, the Victory Day, the International Mother Language Day) district level National Children Task Force (NCTF) arranges for various functions both at school level and district level. Winners of the events are given attractive prizes.

Organizing Debate and Cultural Events:
On the occasion of annual sports and cultural day, NCTF play its role in organizing different cultural events. Besides under the project both school level and district level debate competitions are arranged regularly

Psycho-social counselling:
Group and individual psycho-social counselling for both guardians and students are made in various times especially when it is found that due to negligence of guardians one or more students are in the way to drop out from the school. Psycho-social counselling was also made for the students for avoiding unhygienic life-style.
Networking:
To increase social awareness and ensure community cooperation, networking with various social groups and link with community leaders are maintained soundly. 

Recreational facilities:

Members of NCTF and concerned teachers arrange informal events for the children as a part of recreation facilities like poem recitation, singing, dancing, indoor games and so on. Teachers always appreciate and inspire the students to take part in different playing events like cockfight, ha-du-du and football etc as all these events have been proved very handy for the physical and psychological intensification of the children. 
Family & Community Reintegration: 

For several occasions (like the Independence Day and the Victory Day) there are provisions for arranging reintegration of the children’s families and the entire community
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